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SEND A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Letters must have the writer’s name, full address and
daytime phone number and should be no longer
than 200 words. We may condense letters and edit
them for accuracy. Writers can have one published
letter every 30 days. We are unable to acknowledge
or return letters, or to publish every letter we
receive. We no longer accept letters by postal mail.
Email letters to: editor.letters@heraldtribune.com.
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Roger Brown ........................................... Opinions Editor

“Thoughts and prayers.”
It’s the chorus sang in unison after every senseless

mass shooting instead of meaningful change. By
now, you’ve heard that familiar refrain. It’s a verbal
white flag.

You’ll often hear a variation on that theme from
those same people: “If you don’t like it here, you can
leave.”

Well, as the mother of a 2-year-old boy growing up
in an especially violent state within an increasingly
violent country, I don’t like it at all – and some days I
think I just might.

My son has only been in preschool since January,
and I’ve already attended a meeting about safety in
case of an active shooter. The school director made it
clear to us: Our children’s safety was her top priority.
As I looked at her, hearing the emotion in her voice, I
thought about what kind of country puts teachers in
a position where they may take a bullet for a child –
teachers who have families they want to go home to
at the end of the day. 

It’s depraved.

Is America a safe place for kids? 

In the United States, 1 in 20,000 children will die
by firearm before they turn 18. 

Since the school tragedy in Uvalde, Texas, a year
ago, mass shooting carnage has only increased. 

Gun deaths among U.S. children and teens rose
50% between 2019 and 2021 to the highest total on
record, according to a Pew Research Center analysis
of the latest statistics from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

It’s hard not to feel hopeless. As the body count
rises, so does my fear. I increasingly wonder whether
the United States is the safest or best place to raise a
child.

For four years I lived in Qatar while working inter-
nationally as a journalist. Colleagues from other
countries often asked me what was wrong with the
United States. They simply couldn’t understand how
mas shootings just keep happening.

Neither could I. 

When I moved back home to Houston from the Mid-
dle East, I was sure it was the right decision at the right
time. I came back to give my child a good life and a
sense of home, with all the family and community
support that comes with it. I don’t want to pack up and
leave again.

I still don’t. I love where I live. It’s my hometown and
a great neighborhood. I’m just a few blocks from my
parents, financially comfortable, and I know my son
will go to good schools. Living near my family means
he sees his grandparents every day and his extended
family regularly. My son needs his village and his vil-
lage needs him, but none of that matters if he doesn’t
make it through grade school alive.

Gun violence is insidious

Even with all this, it might be worth it to give it all up
and run away from this place. I know there’s a lot of
privilege in saying all of that.

Gun violence is so insidious. At least once a day, it
comes across my mind that somebody could cut my
son’s life short. Out in public, I’m always calculating:
“Where are the exits? Where can we hide? Where
could we go? A mother shouldn’t have to do this kind of
recon – as if there weren’t enough things to think
about raising a Black son.

Even so, my desire to leave racks me with guilt. In
the back of my mind I’m asking: Am I being a deserter?
If I am this distraught and this concerned, do I owe it to
my country to do something, or do I owe my child my
best efforts to keep him safe?

I want to give credit and support to the people who
are trying. There are so many on the ground, in the
community, and in Congress and our state legislatures
fighting the good fight in the face of daunting odds and
opposition. 

There are the parents of the Uvalde victims and the
Parkland, Florida, survivors who refuse to give up our
country to this sickness that is killing us. Who am I to
give up if they won’t?

I’m not naive. I’ve been to dozens of countries, and
none of them are perfect. Yet although every country
may have its problems, not every country has a law en-
forcement agency releasing a video claiming, “You can
survive a mass shooting. If you’re prepared.”

I’m not prepared for this. I shouldn’t have to prepare
for this. Yet every day, as much as I don’t want to, I
become a little more prepared to leave.

Richelle Carey is an Emmy Award-winning Amer-
ican broadcaster. She lives in Houston with her son.

Is this nation no longer 
a safe place to raise kids?
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It cannot be denied that more and more people are
moving to Florida each year to take advantage of its
year-round sunshine and business-friendly climate.
However, even paradise has its price – and this is no-
where more evident than in the very high cost of
property insurance in the Sunshine State. 

Horror stories abound.
There have been reports of residents who, despite

never having filed a claim, are spending nearly
$15,000 or more each year on property insurance.
This anecdotal evidence is in line with findings from
experts at the Insurance Information Institute – they
have determined that Florida homeowners’ out-of-
pocket costs for property insurance are up an aston-
ishing 40% in 2023, a steep financial burden com-
pared to other states.

Meanwhile, condominium associations are also
feeling the impact of increasing rates as they work to
set aside needed dollars for repairs while also paying
increased insurance rates. In fact, some associations
are facing premium increases of up to 10 times their
current rate. 

Much of this insurance hike in price is unsurpris-
ing: With more frequent and powerful hurricanes be-
coming the new normal, insurers have passed along
the significant cost of rebuilding and recovery from
these storms to their customers. That’s to say noth-
ing of inflation, interest rate increases and ongoing
supply chain snafus. 

Nonetheless, politicians are taking notice: Late
last year, Gov. Ron DeSantis signed two pieces of leg-
islation that addressed some of the issues by provid-
ing more state money for disaster recovery and rein-
surance programs and reducing the amount of time
that insurers have to consider a claim before paying
out. 

However, the legislation is a mixed bag for home-
owners.

The most significant problem is the ending of one-
way attorney’s fees. Previously, when a policyholder
prevailed in a lawsuit against an insurer, the insurer
had to pay the policyholder’s attorney’s fees. This
rule leveled the playing field between property own-
ers and their insurers, and it was especially beneficial
to homeowners with smaller claims who might oth-
erwise have difficulty obtaining legal representation.
In theory, the elimination of one-way fees may result
in lower premiums because the insurer’s risk will be
reduced, but lower premiums are of little value to a
homeowner if their insurer wrongly denies a claim
and the policyholder cannot be made whole by legal
action. 

Though the recent legislation includes some posi-
tive developments, homeowners need more help.
With hurricane season dawning earlier each succes-
sive year, the number of claims will continue to in-
crease, the costs of policies will continue to climb and
homeowners will be left without adequate protec-
tion.

While the weather is largely beyond our control,
Florida’s decision makers must act quickly and do
more to keep the fiscal tidal wave from sweeping our
state’s millions of homeowners out to sea. 

Kelly Corcoran is an insurance attorney and part-
ner at Ball Janik LLP, which has a Sarasota office and
specializes in construction defect law.
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Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, bless his heart, was off
in Texas (his new hangout), promising to rid America
of people like him.

That wasn’t exactly how he put it. But that’s the
gist of his declaration to end the constitutionally en-
shrined right of American citizenship to anybody
born in the United States. It’s known as “birthright
citizenship.”

“This idea that you can come across the border,
two days later have a child, and somehow that’s an
American citizen – that was not the original under-
standing of the 14th Amendment. And so we’ll take
action to force a clarification of that,” DeSantis said in
Eagle Pass, Texas, which is 1,044 miles from Talla-
hassee, the alleged place of his employment.

The contention that presidents can issue execu-
tive orders to prompt the U.S. Supreme Court to in-
validate rights enshrined in the U.S. Constitution
sounds nutty. 

That’s because it is. DeSantis is just glomming on-
to the untethered musings of his proudly uninformed
political mentor in Mar-a-Lago again. But DeSantis, a
Harvard Law School graduate, ought to know better.

The idea that any child born in the United States,
even one of undocumented non-citizens, is granted
citizenship has been a constitutional right since 1868.

It was challenged 30 years later in a landmark U.S.
Supreme Court case finding that Wong Kim Ark – a
child of Chinese parents barred from citizenship in
the U.S. due to the then-existing Chinese Exclusion
Act – was a U.S. citizen due solely to his birth on Unit-
ed States soil.

“To hold that the Fourteenth Amendment of the
Constitution excludes from citizenship the children,
born in the United States, of citizens or subjects of
other countries would be to deny citizenship to thou-
sands of persons of English, Scotch, Irish, German, or
other European parentage who have always been
considered and treated as citizens of the United
States,” the court’s opinion in that 1898 case noted.

Challenges to birthright citizenship these days are
generated from a bigoted sector of white Americans
who fear the “browning” of the country through Cen-
tral America is destroying its Western European cul-
ture.

But what’s especially appalling about DeSantis

signing on to this exercise in bigot recruitment is his
family’s own personal history with birthright citizen-
ship. 

All eight of DeSantis’ great-grandparents emigrated
to the United States from Italy early in the last century
in the hopes of finding a better life here. 

They weren’t English-speaking college graduates
recruited by merit. They didn’t have visas. And they
didn’t win immigration lotteries when they boarded
the ships steaming to New York.

They just showed up uninvited. Today, DeSantis
might call that “an invasion” of unwanted DeSantises
engaging in “chain migration.” 

One of his great-grandparents, Luigia Colucci, ar-
rived at Ellis Island on Feb. 21, 1917, eight months preg-
nant. 

For those of you still keeping score, today’s Ron De-
Santis would probably refer to his own great uncle as
an “anchor baby.” 

And he’d be calling for putting a stop to letting his
own ancestor become a U.S. citizen.

Megan Smolenyak, a professional genealogist from
St. Petersburg, researched DeSantis’ family tree, and
wrote about it, including the arrival of his illiterate,
very pregnant great-grandmother.

“Those who are less than welcoming of immigrants
often proudly state that their ancestors came here le-
gally, while failing to appreciate (or perhaps deliber-
ately ignoring) how meaningless this claim is,” Smole-
nyak wrote. 

“Until a century ago, unless you were Chinese or
Japanese (nationalities targeted by earlier legisla-
tion), this amounted to showing up at a U.S. port of
entry.

“This is exactly what Luigia did, and what today’s
asylum applicants are doing,” Smolenyak wrote. “The
difference is that this process wasn’t criminalized until
2018.”

If today’s Ron DeSantis was the governor of New
York in 1917, things might have gone really wrong for
Luigia Colucci. 

Instead of being given prenatal care upon her arriv-
al to the United States, DeSantis’ illiterate great-
grandmother might have been handed a liability waiv-
er to sign, then taken under false pretenses to a train
and sent off to another state as a political stunt with no
regard for her or her baby’s welfare.

That would have been a shame.
But lucky for Ron DeSantis, there wasn’t a Ron De-

Santis available last century to derail his own Amer-
ican journey.

Frank Cerabino is a columnist at The Palm Beach
Post, a part of the USA TODAY Network – Florida.
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